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Parish Office/Residence ............................... 412-771-5646 
Parish Fax ..................................................... 412-331-0678 
Religious Education (Sunday School).......... 412-331-8573 
 Bingo (Social Hall/Mother of Sorrows).......... 412-331-8530 
 Cemeteries (St. Mark’s/St. Mary’s)...... 412-331-1309 
 Pizza Kitchen (Fridays) ........................ 412-331-8530 
 
 

 
  
   Sunday Obligation   
   Saturday Vigil .................. 4:30 PM Church - (St. Mary) 
 Sunday ................................................... 7:30 AM Church 
 9:30 AM Chapel - (Mother of Sorrows) 
 11:30 AM Church 
Weekday Schedule  Monday–Friday ....................................... 9:30 AM Church 
 Confessions: Saturday 3:30 PM to 4:15 PM and 5:30 PM 
(Church) 
 
 
 

 
Infant Baptism: Call office to schedule. 
 
 

Adult Baptism: The R.C.I.A. program sees to the  needs 
of adults who wish to become Catholic. 
 
 

Reconciliation (Confession):    3:30 PM to 4:15 PM 
(Church) and following the 4:30 PM Mass (Church) and 
by appointment. 
 
 

Holy Eucharist: Available for those who are sick and  
confined to home. Call the Parish Office and we will bring 
the Eucharist to you. 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available for those who are  
seriously ill or anticipating surgery after the 7:30 a.m. 
Mass every Sunday at the Church at St. Mary’s, and by 
request. 
 
 

Marriage: Anyone who wishes to marry should contact 
the Office at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
 

Inactive Catholics: Are lovingly welcome back to the 
faith. New Parishioners are joyfully invited to join our 
community. Please call the Parish Office. 

CHURCH: 1011 Church Ave • CHAPEL: One Desiderio Way, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Celebration of the Sacraments 

Mass Schedule 
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ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  

In observance of the Labor Day 
holiday on Monday, Sept. 6, the 
parish office will be closed.  
Please hold all calls until Tuesday, 
Sept. 7, unless it is an emergency. 

Please Note: The Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 
will be recited immediately following the 9:30 AM Mass 
in the Church at St. Mary’s on this day.  There will not 
be novena prayers at 6:30 PM on Monday, Sept. 6. 
 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY   
IN ORDINARY TIME  

              
              MASS INTENTIONS  
 
 Sat., Sept. 4 to Sun., Sept. 12, 2010 

 
Saturday Vigil, Sept. 4:    4:30 PM Church 
Wilfred “Bob” Roussey (Wife & Family)  
Sunday, Sept. 5:     7:30 AM Church 
Deceased of the William Boehm Family (Family)  
Sunday, Sept. 5     9:30 AM Chapel 
Michael Crisci (Wife & Family)  
Sunday, Sept. 5:     11:30 AM Church 
Anniv - Darren Morton (Family) 
_______________________________________________  

WEEKDAYS — 9:30 AM CHURCH  
Monday, Sept. 6:  Parish Family of Saint John of God  
Tuesday, Sept. 7: Tom Walsh ( Ann & Ted Talkowski)  
Wednesday, Sept. 8: Mary C. Bjalobak (Family)  
Thursday, Sept. 9:  Albert Ebia (Tony Ebia)  
Friday, Sept. 10: Helen Lubinski (General Wire Spring Co) 
 
Saturday, Sept. 11, 1:00 PM, St. Mary Cemetery Chapel 
Mass celebrated for all our beloved dead of our parish and 

those buried at our cemeteries.   
_______________________________________________  
Saturday Vigil, Sept. 11:  4:30 PM Church 
Anniv - Lisa DeAngelis (Mary DeAngelis)  
Sunday, Sept. 12:       7:30 AM Church 
Stella Kiesnowski (Daughter)  
Sunday, Sept. 12:   9:30 AM Chapel 
William Stropkaj (SJOG Choir)   
Sunday, Sept. 12:   11:30 AM Church 
50th Wedding Anniv - Francis & Eleanor Vith  

 
Readings for the Week of September 5, 2010  

Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Phlm 9-17/Lk 14:25-33 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11/Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Mt 1:1-23  
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Lk 6:27-38 
Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22/Lk 6:43-49 
Next Sunday: Ex 32:7-14/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32  

SANCTUARY CANDLE - WEEK OF SEPTEMBER  5  
ST. MARY’S - IN MEMORY OF HELEN LEWANDOWSKI BY      
SISTER, MILDRED AND FAMILY   
MOTHER OF SORROWS - IN MEMORY OF MADELINE            
CATANZARITE BY HUSAND 

MISSION APPEAL:   
This Weekend, September 4 & 5  

Fr.  Augustine, a Nigerian Priest, will be speaking at all 
our Masses this weekend, Sept. 4/5 about the mission-
ary work in the Diocese of Auchi, Nigeria, Africa.  
Please keep our missionaries in your prayers. A sec-
ond collection will be taken at all the Masses this week-
end to help financially support this ministry. Thank you. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
Our Sunday School program for St. John of God will 
begin next Sunday, Sept. 12, in the Mother of      
Sorrows building.  Classes begin at 9:00 AM and all 
students will attend the 9:30 AM Mass. After Mass 
the children will return to their classrooms for a 
snack and the parents are encouraged to come 
meet the teachers. The children will be free to go 
home after this.  Please call John Fatula at 412-331-
8573 to register or for any further information. 
 

PIZZA KITCHEN NEWS  
The St. John of God Pizza Kitchen will reopen next    
Friday, September 10, 2010.  There is still quite a  
need for additional volunteers.  Workers are needed on 
Thursdays between 8 AM and 11 AM for prep work 
and on Fridays between 7 AM and 3 PM.  If you are 
available during either day for even an hour or two, and 
want to help keep this long-time parish tradition going, 
please call Rose Dombrowski, 412-771-7438 or Gloria 
McNabb, 412-771-5928.  The Pizza Kitchen is a great 
way for you to meet other parishioners, learn the     
secrets of our famous recipes, have a hand in raising 
funds for your parish, and, most importantly, to have a 
good time while serving others.  
Besides help with the usual prep work on 
Thursdays, help is  also needed on Thurs-
days to put together the pizza boxes needed 
for Friday.  You can sit comfortably at this 
task. We did get one volunteer for this.  
Could we have another?  This task was formerly done 
for us by our 8th grade students as a service project. 



  

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                   SETPEMBER 5, 2010 
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS  
        DANCE PARTY  
Teens in grades 9-12 are invited to 
kick-off the new school year at the 
Dance Party taking place on 
Sunday, Sept.12, from 6 to 8 PM in 
the St. Malachy Church Hall.  There 

will be a DJ, free pizza and other refreshments. All 
high school age teens are invited to attend - 
admission is free so bring your friends!  For more 
info, contact Steve at 412-331-8573 or 
sjgyouthmin@yahoo.com. 
 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN WORKSHOP  

The Diocese requires all volunteers to take this 
workshop one time.  Here are the upcoming dates 
and locations in our area: 
~ Monday, Sept. 13, from 6:30 to 9:30 PM at Holy 
Trinity Parish in Robinson Township.  To register, 
contact Louise Java at 412-787-2656. 
~ Tuesday, Sept. 14, from 11 AM to 2 PM and also 
Wednesday, Sept. 15, from 6:30 to 9:30 PM at St. 
James Parish In Sewickley. To register for either, 
contact Sue Ponticello at 412-741-6650. 
A list of all the upcoming worships in the Diocese is 
available online - just go to our parish website and 
click on the “Safe Environment Page.” 

PARISH WEEKEND ATTENDANCE 
Aug. 21 / 22  

     Saturday .........................................................   255 
     Sunday............................................................   549 
    Total Weekend Attendance ......... ...................   804   
 

PARISH FINANCIAL TOTALS 
For the Weekend of Aug. 21 / 22  

Regular Offertory Collection .............................$ 5,359.00  
(This is ordinary income from contributions for the general 
running of the parish.  It is subject to a 17.6% tax to the  
Diocese of Pittsburgh.) 
 

PARISH SHARE PROGRAM  
PSP Assessment for 2010 ............................. $83,561.00 
Contributions to date ...................................... $84,706.73 
Excess Parish Share .......................................$  1,145.73  
 
We have successfully raised and paid off the Diocese 
on our PSP assessment for this year!  Thank you for 
your  generosity.  From this point on, we get to keep for 
ourselves all PSP contributions to the end of the year, 
and tax-free at that.  Please continue to use your 
monthly envelopes at the same rate - it is a year round 
campaign for us.  God bless you for your cooperation. 

PASTA FEAST  
The Pasta Feast will be held next Sunday,   
Sept. 12, from Noon to 6 PM in the Social Hall at 
Mother of Sorrows  Dinner includes spaghetti or 
homemade gnocchi, meatballs, salad, roll & butter, 
coffee, lemonade or ice tea to drink.  Desserts will 
be available. Take out for the Steeler game or come 
eat after the game. Tickets are $8 for adults and $4 
for children 10 and under and are available after 
Masses,  at the parish office or at the door.  
 
Help Set Up - We will need help on Sat., Sept. 11 at 
1:00 PM to set up the hall for the dinner.  If you can 
help, please call Anna Marie Stropkaj at 412-771-
2392 or just show up at 1:00 PM.  We will also need 
help the day of the dinner. 
 
Bake Goods - We appeal to the generosity of our 

parishioners to donate some home-
made baked goods for the dinner.  If 
it’s too hot to turn your oven on, store 
bought goodies would be just fine. You 
may bring your donation to the Social 

Hall on Saturday, Sept. 11 at 1:00 PM or on Sunday 
morning, Sept. 12, before the dinner. 
 
Chinese Auction - We still need items /baskets for 
the Chinese Auction.  You may bring your donation 
to the parish office this week between 9:00 AM & 
5:00 PM or on Saturday, Sept. 11 at 1:00 PM.   

 
Our next meeting will be this Wed., Sept. 8, at 
6:30 PM in the Gathering Place. We will finalize 
our Pasta Feast plans, and then begin preparations 
for the October Fest.  I thank everyone in advance 
who are buying tickets, volunteering and praying for 
our success.  Kelly Hall, 412-331-4702. 
 

THE WEEK AHEAD  
Sept. 6 (Mon.) Labor Day - Miraculous Medal     No-
vena Prayers recited immediately following the 9:30 
AM Mass in St. Mary’s Church - No evening recitation.  
Sept. 7 (Tues.) - St. Anthony Novena Prayers      re-
cited following the 9:30 AM Mass in St. Mary’s.   
Sept. 8 (Wed.) -  WEDNESDAY NIGHT BINGO in 
MOS Social Hall - Doors open at 5 PM   Early Birds, 7 
PM and Regular Games begin at 7:15 PM.  
Sept. 8 (Wed.) - Cub Scout Mtg, 6-7:30 PM, Gathering 
Place - Call Jeff Kotek, 412-855-1933 for info.  
Sept. 10 (Fri.) - Mother of Sorrows Novena Prayers          
recited following 9:30 AM Mass, St. Mary’s Church.  
Sept. 10 (Fri.) - PIZZA KITCHEN OPEN! To order 
please call 412-331-8530 on Fridays, 8 AM – 1 PM.  
Orders must be picked up by 3:30 PM. 



ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
STEEPLE CHASE  

STEELER FOOTBALL POOL  
What does “Hogan’s Heroes”, “The Boss”, 
“Betty Boop”, ”Grammy Goose” and “Lobo” all 
have in common?   They are a few of the names on 
the Saint John of God Steeple Chase Football 
Pool.  Come on, join in on the fun.  It is easy; all you 
have to do is name your square, write a check, fill 
out the form below, enjoy the game and we do the 
rest.  This is YOUR fantasy football! 
 
 

The pool includes 16 regular season games 
beginning Sunday, September 12. 

 
The payout per game: $100 half-time,  $150 
final.  

  
Cost for all 16 games is $80. Mere $5.00 per 
game. 

  
You will retain the same block for each game. 
  
 
Numbers for each game will be drawn in 
advance, therefore your numbers will be  

          different each week.  
  

You will receive the completed pool for all 16 
games prior to September 12.  
 
Name your block with your given name or be 
creative with a name. 
  
Winners will receive a check in the mail.   

    
Questions call Charlotte 412-331-2453 or 
Terry 412-331-3443. 

CAN WE DO IT?   CAN WE DO IT? 
 CAN WE DO IT?  

The answer can be yes, yes, yes, all we need 
is 100 people by September 7 to fully complete 
the pool!!!!  And you don’t have to be a parishioner. 
We have TWO Steeple Chase Steelers Football 
pools filled and ready to start the THIRD.  So please 
if you haven’t already purchased a square, or even if 
you have, you may want another one.  Please join in 
on the fun and consider partnering up with a friend, 
relative, neighbor, pew buddy and get a square.  
You don’t need to know anything about football, just 
fill out the form, write a check, sit back and we will 
do the rest.  In order to accommodate those who join 
in on the third pool the cutoff date has been        
extended to September 7.   Unfortunately, if we 
don’t get the needed participation in the third pool 
we will return your money.  So please keep Father 
Lou smiling and purchase squares. 

�————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
PLEASE PRINT, FILL OUT COMPLETELY, MAIL TO:  SJOG Parish, “Football Pool”, 1011 Church Avenue, 
McKees Rocks, PA 15136, or place in SJOG collection basket or office mail drop off by Sept. 7, 2010. 

Questions - Call 412-331-2453 or 412-331-3443.   
I would like to purchase ______ square(s) on the SJG Steeple Chase Steeler Football Pool @$80 per square  
Enclosed is _____________ (Full Payment) or ______________ ($40 partial - remainder due Oct. 5, 2010)  
I would like to name my square(s) —————————————————————————————————  
Name _________________________________________________________________________________  
Address _______________________________________________________________________________  
Phone _________________________________________________________________________________ 

USHERS PICNIC  
The annual picnic for all ushers of St. John of God 
Parish will be held next Sunday, Sept. 12, from 1:00 
to 5:00 PM in the Gathering Place.  Please call John 
Taormina at 412-475-0306 if you are coming or for 
more information. 

BISHOP’S EDUCATION FUND  
Next weekend, Sept. 11/12, the annual collection for 
the Bishop’s Education Fund will be taken at all 
Masses. Your donation will help ensure that the 
great tradition of our Catholic Schools will continue. 
Many students in our Diocese would like to benefit 
from a Catholic school education, but a number of 
those students need financial assistance.  The 
Bishop’s Education Fund makes that assistance 
available. 



  

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                   SETPEMBER 5, 2010 
HOSPITAL  

Please pray for all parishioners who are in the hospital.  
Also for all those ill at home, in nursing homes, and 
shut-ins; that they may continue to receive the Lord’s 
Blessings.  

SYMPATHY  
We wish to extend our sympathy to the Family of 
Charles Klue, Frank Pavlakovich, Anna Hudak and 
Dolores Bayer (sister-in-law of Anna Jane and Roberta 
Bayer) whom God has called home. Please remember 
them and all our dearly departed and their families in 
your prayers.  “May the Choirs of Angels receive them, 
and may they with the once poor Lazarus, have rest 
everlasting.”  

BAPTISMAL PROGRAM FOR NEW 
AND EXPECTING PARENTS  

The program will be held next Sunday, Sept. 12, 
from 1-4 PM in the Chapel at Mother of Sorrows.  To 

register or for more information, please 
call John Fatula at 412-331-8573. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
We wish to welcome into God’s Family 

the newly baptized:  Nia Rae Mosley and Benjamin 
Walter McArdle.  May you continue to grow in God’s 
love. 

HOLY FAMILY SOCIAL SERVICES 
OUTPATIENT COUNSELING SERVICES  

Who can help when you’re struggling to make it 
through the day?  Sometimes life can become over-
whelming, and you find yourself searching for a guiding 
hand, a sympathetic ear, and a safe, confidential place 
to get help for you or your family.  Counseling service 
can be your road to healing. We accept most insurance 
plans including UPMC, Highmark Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Community Care Behavioral Health and Value 
Behavioral Health.  We also offer a sliding fee scale for 
those without insurance coverage.  For more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment, call 412-766-9020 
x222, Monday-Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM.  Counseling 
hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 AM to 6 PM and Friday, 8 
AM to 5 PM. 

ADULT CHOIR NEWS  
The St. John of God Adult Choir will 
begin the season by singing for the 
9:30 AM Mass next Sunday, Sept. 12, 
at the Mother of Sorrows Chapel.  
Adult Choir rehearsals will begin on 
Tuesday, Sept. 14, and will be held in 

St. Mary’s Church (in the Church, not the Choir loft) 
from 7-9 PM each Tuesday during the 2010-11 
Choir season. 
Anyone interested in joining the Choir should talk to 
the Music Director, Elna Johnson, before or after 
any of the Masses or call 412-812-4549.  Light audi-
tion requirements will apply. 

MONTHLY FOOD COLLECTION  
Our parish will collect non-perishable food, as well 
as paper products and soap, for the needy among 
us.  You may bring your donation with you to any 
Mass next weekend, Sept. 11/12.  Thank you in   
advance for helping us to help others. 

FALL 2010 ARTS EDUCATION 
Father Ryan Arts Center 

September 13 through December 11  
Register for classes in music, theater, visual, dance, 
literature and healing arts.  One-day workshops in 
pottery and healing arts available too. Enrolling now; 
classes begin the week of Sept. 13.  To register or 
for more information, please call 412-771-3052 or 
visit www.FatherRyanArtsCenter.org 

RCIA NEWS  
There will be a planning meeting for the R.C.I.A. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 15, 6:30 PM in Mother of Sorrows 
Chapel.  If anyone is interested in helping with the 
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) contact 
John Fatula at 412-331-8573 or just come to the 
meeting. 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY  
On Sunday, Sept. 19, at the 9:30 Mass in Mother of 
Sorrows, St. John of God Parish will join with       
parishes around the United States in the celebration 
of Catechetical Sunday. The theme for this year is  
“Matrimony: Sacrament of Enduring Love”.  More 
information next week. 

DIVORCE CARE  
DivorceCare is a special weekly seminar and      
support group for people who are separated or    
divorced. It’s a place where you can be around   
people who understand what you are feeling.  It’s a 
place where you can hear valuable information 
about ways to heal from the hurt of divorce.  The 
seminar begins on Monday, Sept. 13, 2010 at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Center of St. Philip Church in   
Crafton.  For more information, call Marcie at 412-
922-5255 or Mary Jo at 412-279-0299. 



ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
PASTOR'S CORNER 

Fr. Lou Vallone  
This Monday is Labor Day, and for the first time in 
my 37+ years of priesthood I am not in a parish that 
has school starting. Although I did concelebrate with 
Fr. Mike the opening Mass for the school year at St. 
Malachy, to be honest I am feeling a little down.  
The following "Teachers' Lament" is meant to lift my 
spirits, as well as those of our heroic teachers, who 
labor in God’s vineyard on behalf of our most 
precious heritage, our kids. 
 
“Let me see if I got this right, sayeth the Teacher: 
You want me to go into that room with all those kids 
and fill their every waking moment with a love for 
learning. I'm supposed to instill a sense of pride in 
their ethnicity, behaviorally modify disruptive 
behavior and observe them for signs of abuse. I am 
to fight the war on drugs and sexually transmitted 
diseases, check their backpacks for guns and raise 
their self-esteem.  
I'm to teach them patriotism, good citizenship, 
sportsmanship and fair play; how and where to 
register to vote; how to balance a checkbook and 
how to apply for a job.   
I am to check their heads occasionally for lice; 
maintain a safe environment; recognize signs of 
potential antisocial behavior; offer advice; 
encourage respect for the cultural diversity of others 
and gender equality.  
I'm required by my contract to be working on my 
own time summer and evenings at my own expense 
toward advance certification and a masters degree; 
and after school, I am to attend committee and 
faculty meetings and participate in staff 
development training to maintain my employment 
status. 

continued next column . . .  

I am to be a paragon of virtue, larger than life, such 
that my very presence will awe my students into 
being obedient and respectful of authority. I am to 
pledge allegiance to supporting family values and a 
return to the basics.  
I am to incorporate technology into the learning and 
monitor all Web sites while providing a personal 
relationship with each student. I am to decide who 
might be potentially dangerous and/or liable to 
commit crimes in school or who is possible being 
abused, and I can be sent to jail for not mentioning 
these suspicions.  
I am to make sure all students pass the state and 
federally mandated testing and all classes, whether 
or not they attend school on a regular basis or 
complete any of the work assigned. Plus, I am 
expected to make sure that all of the students with 
handicaps are guaranteed a free and equal 
education, regardless of their mental or physical 
handicap. I am to communicate frequently with each 
student's parent by letter, phone, newsletter and 
grade card.   
I'm to do all of this with just a piece of chalk, a 
computer, a few books, a bulletin board, a 45 
minute prep period and a big smile. All on a starting 
salary that qualifies my family for food stamps in 
many states.   
And you want me to do all of this and expect me 
NOT TO PRAY?” 
  
(God bless our Teachers, our Students, and all 
Workers.) 

St. John of God Parish Membership Form 
 
Name __________________________________________________________  
 
Address _________________________________________________________  
 
City _________________________ Zip _________  Phone _______________  
 

CHECK ONE: 
 � New Registration � Change of Address � Moving out of Parish � Want Envelopes 
 

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory. 

Parish Office Hours: 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Monday thru Friday) 

 
Bulletin Deadline:  Tuesday  Noon 


