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Parish Office/Residence ............................... 412-771-5646 
Parish Fax ..................................................... 412-331-0678 
Religious Education (Sunday School).......... 412-331-8573 
 Bingo (Social Hall/Mother of Sorrows).......... 412-331-8530 
 Cemeteries (St. Mark’s/St. Mary’s)...... 412-331-1309 
 Pizza Kitchen (Fridays) ........................ 412-331-8530 
 
 

 
  
   Sunday Obligation   
   Saturday Vigil .................. 4:30 PM Church - (St. Mary) 
 Sunday ................................................... 7:30 AM Church 
 9:30 AM Chapel - (Mother of Sorrows) 
 11:30 AM Church 
Weekday Schedule  Monday–Friday ....................................... 9:30 AM Church 
 Confessions: Saturday 3:30 PM to 4:15 PM and 5:30 PM 
(Church) 
 
 
 
 
Infant Baptism: Call office to schedule. 
 
 

Adult Baptism: The R.C.I.A. program sees to the  needs 
of adults who wish to become Catholic. 
 
 

Reconciliation (Confession):    3:30 PM to 4:15 PM 
(Church) and following the 4:30 PM Mass (Church) and 
by appointment. 
 
 

Holy Eucharist: Available for those who are sick and  
confined to home. Call the Parish Office and we will bring 
the Eucharist to you. 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick: Available for those who are  
seriously ill or anticipating surgery after the 7:30 a.m. 
Mass every Sunday at the Church at St. Mary’s, and by 
request. 
 
 

Marriage: Anyone who wishes to marry should contact 
the Office at least six months prior to the desired date. 
 
 

Inactive Catholics: Are lovingly welcome back to the 
faith. New Parishioners are joyfully invited to join our 
community. Please call the Parish Office. 

CHURCH: 1011 Church Ave • CHAPEL: One Desiderio Way, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 

Celebration of the Sacraments 

Mass Schedule 

Office Telephones 
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ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
MINI-FESTIVAL REPORT 
By Kelly Hall, Chairperson 
 
The Pasta Feast is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 12, 2010 from Noon 
to 6 PM.  Dinner will consist of spaghetti 
or homemade gnocchi, meatballs, salad, 

roll & butter with coffee, lemonade or ice tea to drink.  
The cost is $8 for adults and $4 for kids 10 and under.  
Tickets will go on sale soon.  Yes, there is a Steeler 
away game scheduled.  (We are checking to see if we 
can get the channel on the television in the social hall. I 
will report back on what we find out.)  
This is a personal invitation to join us this Monday, 
August 23, at 6:30 PM in the PIZZA KITCHEN to 
help make Meatballs for the dinner.  Just show up 
with your sense of humor (we laugh a lot), if you would 
like to help out.  No previous experience necessary. 
Come join us! If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact me at 412-331-4702; 
otherwise, keep reading the bulletins for more 
information regarding the upcoming events. 

    TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY   
IN ORDINARY TIME  

              
                MASS INTENTIONS  
 
 Sat., August 21 to Sun., August 29 

 
Saturday Vigil, Aug. 21:    4:30 PM Church 
Mary Litterini (Family)  
Sunday, Aug. 22:     7:30 AM Church 
Robert Medwid, Sr. (Grandchildren & Great-Grandchildren)  
Sunday, Aug. 22:     9:30 AM Chapel 
Anniv - Bill Stropkaj (Wife & Family)  
Sunday, Aug. 22:     11:30 AM Church 
Anniv - Christine Calabrese (Husband, Joe & Daughters, 
Angelica & Ariani) 
_______________________________________________  

WEEKDAYS — 9:30 AM CHURCH  
Monday, Aug. 23: Parish Family of Saint John of God  
Tuesday, Aug. 24: Helen Lubinski (General Wire Spring Co)  
Wednesday, Aug. 25:Raymond Schreiber (Nancy Markovich)  
Thursday, Aug. 26: Mary Dombrowski (Joe & Carol Sees)  
Friday, Aug. 27: Norma Jean Downey (Windgap Girls) 
_______________________________________________  
Saturday Vigil, Aug. 28:  4:30 PM Church 
Hank Golembiewski (Wife, Pat & Family)  
Sunday, Aug. 29:       7:30 AM Church 
John Cassiani (Orlich Family)  
Sunday, Aug. 29:   9:30 AM Chapel 
Gus Faramelli & Bumbaca Family (Ida & Family)   
Sunday, Aug. 29:   11:30 AM Church 
Janet Rogowski (Bob & Steffie Orlich)  

 
Readings for the Week of August 22, 2010 

 
Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 
Monday: 2 Th 1:1-5, 11-12/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday: 2 Th 3:6-10, 16-18/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 25:14-30 
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-29/Heb 12:18-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 

Parish Office Hours: 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Monday thru Friday)  

Bulletin Deadline:  Tuesday  Noon 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
Parents please note that if your child is not registered 
in a Catholic School this fall, he/she will need to be 
registered in our Sunday School Program (CCD).  If 
your child is already registered in the Sunday School 
Program, he/she will not need to re-register for the up-
coming year. For more information and to register, 
please call John Fatula at 412-331-8573.  
Our Sunday School Program will be held in the Mother 
of Sorrows building beginning on Sunday, Sept. 12.  
More information will be forthcoming. 

PIZZA KITCHEN NEWS 
 

The St. John of God Pizza Kitchen will reopen on    
Friday, September 10, 2010.  There is still quite a  
need for additional volunteers.  Workers are needed on 
Thursdays between 8 AM and 11 AM and on Fridays 
between 7 AM and 3 PM.  If you are available during 
either day for even an hour or two, and want to help 
keep this long-time parish tradition going, please call 
Gloria McNabb at 412-771-5928.  The Pizza Kitchen is 
a great way for you to meet other parishioners, learn 
the secrets of our famous recipes, have a hand in   
raising funds for your parish, and, most importantly, to 
have a good time while serving others. 

SANCTUARY CANDLE - WEEK OF AUGUST 22  
ST. MARY’S - IN MEMORY OF REGE URAM BY MOTHER AND    
FAMILY    
MOTHER OF SORROWS - IN MEMORY OF ROSE MYCHALISHYN BY 
FAMILY 
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS  
        DANCE PARTY  
Teens entering grades 9-12 this fall 
are invited to kick-off the new school 
year at the Dance Party taking 
place on Sunday, September 12 

from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the St. Malachy Church 
Hall.  There will be a live DJ and free pizza and 
other refreshments. All high school age teens are 
invited to attend - admission is free so bring your 
friends!  For more info, contact Steve at 412-331-
8573 or sjgyouthmin@yahoo.com. 
 
 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN WORKSHOP  

The next local workshop will take place on Tuesday, 
August 24 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM at St. Margaret 
Mary Parish in Moon Township.  To register, contact 
Cathy Morihlatko at 412-264-9368.  A list of all the 
upcoming workshops in the Diocese is available 
online - just go to our parish website and click on the 
“Safe Environment Page.” 

BAPTISMAL PROGRAM FOR NEW 
AND EXPECTING PARENTS  

The next program will be held on Sunday, Sept. 12, 
from 1-4 PM in the Chapel at Mother of Sorrows.  To 

register or for more information, please 
call John Fatula at 412-331-8573. 
 

 
     SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

We wish to welcome into God’s Family the newly 
baptized:  Eva Nicole Crofford.  May you continue to 
grow in God’s love. 

PARISH WEEKEND ATTENDANCE 
Aug. 14 / 15  

     Saturday .........................................................   248 
     Sunday............................................................   511 
    Total Weekend Attendance ......... ...................   759   
 

PARISH FINANCIAL TOTALS 
For the Weekend of Aug. 14 / 15  

Regular Offertory Collection .............................$ 4,459.25  
(This is ordinary income from contributions for the general 
running of the parish.  It is subject to a 17.6% tax to the  
Diocese of Pittsburgh.)  

 
PARISH SHARE PROGRAM  

PSP Assessment for 2010 ............................. $83,561.00 
Contributions to date ...................................... $83,396.00 
Remaining on goal...........................................$     165.00  
(This is the tax paid to the Diocese.  We must remit this  
entire amount to the Diocese by Dec. 31.  Any surplus 
then remains in the parish, tax free.)  
 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY  We wish to congratulate Anna Coppola 
who will be celebrating her 95th birth-

day this Monday, August 23. Happy birthday and 
may the Lord continue to bless you! 

TRIP TO COUNTRY BAZAAR  
THANK YOU to all who went to Holy Sepulcher 
Country Bazaar on Sunday, August 8.  We left a bit 
later than planned on the big yellow school bus but 
also stayed a bit later than planned.  Father Al met 
and greeted each one of us as we got off the bus.  
The overall comments were very favorable and it 
was unanimous the food was good, the corn was the 
best we ever ate and the parishioners at Holy Sepul-
cher were very kind and welcoming to our group.  
Everyone had an opportunity to visit the Chinese 
Auction and several of the passengers found out 
they were winners when we returned home and their 
prizes were personally delivered this week.  Overall, 
the trip was very successful. 

HOSPITAL  
Please pray for all parishioners who are in the hospi-
tal especially:  Country Meadows (rehab.) - Tom 
Renschler   Golden Living Center (Mt. Lebanon) - 
Frank Pavlakovich  Also for all those ill at home, in 
nursing homes, and shut-ins; that they may continue 
to receive the Lord’s Blessings. 
 

SYMPATHY  
We wish to extend our sympathy to the Family of 
Nancy Miller and Carmella Mell whom God has 
called home. Please remember them and all our 
dearly departed and their families in your prayers.   
“May the Angels lead them into paradise, may the  
martyrs receive them at their coming, and take them 
to Jerusalem, the holy city.”  

CAR WASH  
The St. Malachy Athletic Association is sponsoring a 
Car Wash this Sunday, August 22, from 1-4 PM at 
the St. Malachy Church Parking Lot.  Donation is 
$5.00.  Benefits: SMAA 



ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
STEEPLE CHASE  

STEELER FOOTBALL POOL  
What does “Hogan’s Heroes”, “The Boss”, 
“Betty Boop”, ”Grammy Goose” and “Lobo” all 
have in common?   They are a few of the names on 
the Saint John of God Steeple Chase Football 
Pool.  Come on, join in on the fun.  It is easy; all you 
have to do is name your square, write a check, fill 
out the form below, enjoy the game and we do the 
rest.  This is YOUR fantasy football! 
 
 

The pool includes 16 regular season games 
beginning Sunday, September 12. 

 
The payout per game: $100 half-time,  $150 
final.  

  
Cost for all 16 games is $80. Mere $5.00 per 
game. 

  
You will retain the same block for each game. 
  
 
Numbers for each game will be drawn in 
advance, therefore your numbers will be  

          different each week.  
  
You will receive the completed pool for all 16 
games prior to September 12.  
 
Name your block with your given name or be 
creative with a name. 
  
Winners will receive a check in the mail.   

    
Questions call Charlotte 412-331-2453 or 
Terry 412-331-3443. 

STEELER’ S FOOTBALL POOL UPDATE........  
AUGUST 30, 2010 is fast approaching and that 
is the last day you can participate in the Steeple 
Chase Football Pool.  We have ONE pool filled 
and are starting on the second one.  Don’t be left 
out. Come on, join in on the fun. If you already pur-
chased one square consider getting into the second 
pool. It is easy; all you have to do is name your 
square, write a check, send in the form, enjoy the 
game and we do the rest.  This is YOUR fantasy 
football!    

Remember the cut-off date is Monday, 
      August 30, 2010 so don’t be left out!!  

�————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
PLEASE PRINT, FILL OUT COMPLETELY, MAIL TO:  SJOG Parish, “Football Pool”, 1011 Church Avenue, 
McKees Rocks, PA 15136, or place in SJOG collection basket or office mail drop off by August 30, 2010. 

Questions - Call 412-331-2453 or 412-331-3443.   
I would like to purchase ______ square(s) on the SJG Steeple Chase Steeler Football Pool @$80 per square  
Enclosed is _____________ (Full Payment) or ______________ ($40 partial - remainder due Oct. 5, 2010)  
I would like to name my square(s) —————————————————————————————————  
Name _________________________________________________________________________________  
Address _______________________________________________________________________________  
Phone _________________________________________________________________________________ 

CUB SCOUT NEWS  
The St. John of God Cub Scouts will resume meet-
ings this Wednesday, August 25, from 6 to 7:30 PM 
in the Gathering Place.  Cub Scouting is for all boys 
in grades 1-5.  For more information, please contact 
Jeff Kotek at 412-885-1933 or email him at                 
jkotek@alumni.pitt.edu. 

THE WEEK AHEAD  
Aug. 23 (Mon.) - Making meatballs, 6:30 PM in the 
Pizza Kitchen - All invited to help.  
Aug. 23 (Mon.) - Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers      
recited in St. Mary’s Church - Rosary begins 6:30 PM.  
Aug. 24 (Tues.) - St. Anthony Novena Prayers recited 
following the 9:30 AM Mass in St. Mary’s Church.   
Aug. 25 (Wed.) -  WEDNESDAY NIGHT BINGO in 
MOS Social Hall - Doors open at 5 PM   Early Birds, 7 
PM and Regular Games begin at 7:15 PM.  
Aug. 27 (Fri.) - Mother of Sorrows Novena Prayers          
recited following 9:30 AM Mass, St. Mary’s Church. 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Hotline 
1-800-808-1235 
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OPEN ART DAY AT  
THE FATHER RYAN ARTS CENTER 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28  
11 AM TO 2 PM  

FREE ~ FUN ~ EDUCATIONAL  
You’re invited to spend the day at the Father Ryan 
Arts Center and experience art demonstrations and 
hands-on activities.  Learn about different art forms 
and participate in dance, music, theater, visual and 
literary arts classes.  Open Art Day is a free, one 
day art classes/demonstrations for those on the 
fence about signing up for a full semester.  Now you 
can test your hand at painting and pottery or take a 
spin on the dance floor just to try it out.  Bring your 
children, parents and friends to the Father Ryan Arts 
Center to sample a class - you may just discover a 
hidden talent.  For more information, please call 
412-771-3052. 

WEEKEND RETREAT FOR 
POST-ABORTION HEALING  

Rachel’s Vineyard, a weekend retreat designed to 
heal the emotional and spiritual wounds of abortion, 
will be held Sept. 10-12 at the Spiritan Center in  
Bethel Park.  In a confidential and supportive atmos-
phere, Rachel’s Vineyard demonstrates God’s love, 
forgiveness and compassion to women and men 
struggling with abortion’s aftermath. Catholic Chari-
ties and the Diocese of Pittsburgh co-sponsor this 
retreat. To register or for more information, call Toni 
Jester at 412-352-5348 before Sept. 3. Registration 
information is also available at www.ccpgh.org. 

                CORN ROAST  
Risen Lord Parish, North Side, is having 
a Corn Roast on Saturday, Aug. 28 from 
5:00 to 6:30 PM. Menu: Choice of   
Hamburger, Hot Dog, or Kielbasa; Corn 
on the Cob (all you can eat); Potato Salad, Baked 
Beans, Watermelon, Beverage. Price is $7 for adults 
and $3 for children under 10.  Tickets are available at 
the Administrative Office.  Please call 412-761-1507 for 
tickets and/or more information. 

AMERICAN LEGION OLDIES PARTY 
526 Broadway Ave. McKees Rocks  
Featuring the oldies sounds of 

DOO WOP DAN  
Great selection of music from the 50’s and 60’s with 

requests taken all night long.  Saturday, August 28, 8:00 PM to Midnight 
$10 per person / $15 per couple 

Admission includes snacks and food with a cash bar 
available  

Please call 412-331-9083 after 5:00 PM  
for more information. 

NOW AUDITIONING  
TriCounty Choir Institute’s Village Singers, Teen 
Chorale, and Choraleers are now scheduling private 
auditions. All choirs will begin immediately after    
Labor Day. If you are interested, please call Linda 
Wallace, Director, at 412-741-3463 or email her at 
lindawallace@comcast.net for more information. 

DIVORCE CARE  
DivorceCare is a special weekly seminar and      
support group for people who are separated or    
divorced. It’s a place where you can be around   
people who understand what you are feeling.  It’s a 
place where you can hear valuable information 
about ways to heal from the hurt of divorce.  The 
seminar begins on Monday, Sept. 13, 2010 at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Center of St. Philip Church in   
Crafton.  For more information, call Marcie at 412-
922-5255 or Mary Jo at 412-279-0299. 

PARENTING IN DIFFICULT TIMES  
Parenting today involves unique challenges.  These 
challenges can be over whelming at times. St.      
Joseph Spirituality Center in Baden, PA will sponsor 
Parenting in Difficult Times, presented by Fr. Scott 
Seethaler, a Capuchin-Franciscan preacher, on  
Saturday, September 11 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. 
Fr. Scott will speak about the spiritual helps God 
gives to parents.  He will help the parents to claim 
the wisdom, strength, courage and peace that God 
wants to give them.  Fr. Scott has taught on the high 
school and college level.  He speaks in Catholic and 
public schools to young people of all ages, and has 
spoken in parishes throughout the country.  Those 
who wish may attend Liturgy at 4:00 PM.  Donation 
is $15.  To register or more info, call 724-869-6587. 



ST. JOHN OF GOD PARISH MCKEES ROCKS, PA 
PASTOR'S CORNER 

Fr. Lou Vallone  
"Let the Church say: amen."     "Amen." 
"Amen again!"                           "Amen!" 
"AMEN AGAIN!"                       "AMEN!"  

My parishioners for the past 30 or more years have 
been used to this call and response dialogue at the 
blessing at most Masses and other occasions of 
public prayer. When the liturgy was reformed after 
Vatican II, an optional Solemn Blessing was added 
at the end of Mass. It usually consists of a 
statement of benediction by the priest in three parts, 
at the end of which people were to triply respond 
Amen, and then the traditional sign of the cross. 
The problem was that since the words of each 
invocation differed from Mass to Mass, the people 
were never totally sure of their cue to respond, and 
often there was a moment of awkward silence.  
Having served in the African-American apostolate, I 
came across the pattern of call and response in 
prayer, and so I adapted it (if you prefer, baptized it 
as Catholic) in my ministry of public prayer. It has 
proved not only useful, but on occasion a lot of fun, 
and has become almost my personal signature in 
my ministry.  
The word "Church" means many things in our 
Catholic Christian context. We are of course aware 
of Church as a building. This week at St. Catherine 
we celebrate with a special Mass the erection of our 
church 100 years ago: the centennial of this 
structure in this place. At St. John of God, we are 
deep into our "Steeple Chase" program to renovate 
the unique triple steeples of St. Mary Church, a 
scale model of the Cathedral of Cologne, which has  
also been a house of worship for the faithful of 
McKees Rocks for over 100 years. As beautiful and  
 

continued next column . . . 

important as these edifices have been, as much 
loyalty and pride as they have engendered in their 
proper congregations, neither the brick of St. Mary 
nor the wood of St. Catherine can respond Amen! to 
the call of blessing.  
A second understanding of church is the 
institutional organization left by Jesus to carry out 
the work of bringing His Kingdom through the 
sacramental and preaching ministry of the ordained. 
With Peter as the first Pope, and the other apostles 
as the first bishops, this apostolic succession has 
endured throughout the millennia in an unbroken 
line with the triple gift and duty of teaching, 
governing and sanctifying God's people. Divinely 
instituted, the human institution of the church has 
been enfleshed in our popes and bishops. St. 
Catherine is blessed to have our Ordinary, Bishop 
David Zubik, with us this week to represent our 
communion with the diocese and the universal 
structure of our religion and denomination. St. John 
of God has also in the recent past been the site of 
Bishop Zubik's visits as well for confirmation and 
school Masses. Our hierarchical shepherds 
functioning in their sacramentaly ordained roles are 
also seen and referred to as the Church. But no 
institution, since they are constructs and not body-
and-soul children of God as people are, can 
respond Amen! to the call of blessing. 
 
The final, and most authentic, definition of Church is 
the assembly of God's people, joined together as 
the mystical Body of Christ in communal worship 
that is the living Church - whether as a Parish, a 
Diocese or the whole world. Only the actual throats 
of human beings can raise the sound from our 
earthly dwelling to the ears of God proclaiming that 
we hear, receive, and accept His blessing on all our 
endeavors. It is this Church, the people, who are 
called upon to respond AMEN! to all of God's 
blessings. 

St. John of God Parish Membership Form 
 
Name __________________________________________________________  
 
Address _________________________________________________________  
 
City _________________________ Zip _________  Phone _______________  
 

CHECK ONE: 
 � New Registration � Change of Address � Moving out of Parish � Want Envelopes 
 

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory. 


